Checklist To Help You Prepare To Call Your Legislator

1. Prepare by reading the relevant background information and talking points found in this toolkit.

2. Select only one or two points to support your opinion, since you will only have several minutes to speak to the legislator, health legislative aid, or staff person. 

3. Make your point quickly, and be sure to ask them to take an action.


Example:

Hello my name is [INSERT YOUR NAME]. I am a [INSERT YOUR SPECALITY] physician and a member of the American College of Chest Physicians and live in [city, state].

I am calling to express my deep concern about the critical care and pulmonary physician workforce shortage crisis.

[Use talking points to support your request]

As you probably know from new reports, the baby boom generation turns 60 this year, and the number of adults over 65, who are Medicare patients, will increase from 34.4 million today to 53.7 million by the year 2020— and to almost 80 million by the year 2050. 

Today, 30% of all critical care and pulmonary physicians are at least 55 years old and nearing retirement.  There is an increasingly grossly inadequate number of appropriate doctors left to care for patients who require critical care, because the number of pulmonary/critical care physicians entering the workforce is decreasing.

[Ask your representative to take action]
I ask you to co-sponsor [S.718, H.R. 3886], The Patient Focused Critical Care Enhancement Act. This legislation is a first step to address a growing critical care workforce shortage, which impacts patient care.

